THE MANUSCRIPTS
(1697) and done much of the preliminary work in discovering Old
English MSS. for George Hickes, which was to result in 'his most
famous work, the Catalogue which was published in 1705 as the
supplement to Hickes's Linguarum Veterum Septentrionaliurn The-
saurus. It has been well said that he "carried to the metropolis the
Oxford tradition of Saxon learning." Though he was disappointed
of assistantships in the Cotton and Royal Libraries, Wanley's reputa-
tion grew. In 1703 he was one of the three men to draw up an
official report on the Cotton Library, with which he was familiar;
and in 1707 he was the moving spirit in the meetings which ten
years later took permanent form as the Society of Antiquaries. He
had already advised Harley on occasion before entering his service.
He was indeed recognized, as he still is, as the greatest authority on
old MS. hands of his own or indeed much later times. Two of his
utterances may be quoted: "Every book with a date is a standard
whereby to know the age of those books of the same or a like hand,"
and "I conceive it as part of a library-keeper's duty to know what
books are extant in other libraries besides his own."
Into Harley's service Wanley threw himself with passion, as may
be seen in his Diaries, which went through the hands of West and
Lansdowne and so came to the Museum in 1805 (Lansdowne MSS.
771, 772), as well as in his correspondence, which abounds in the
Harleian Collection itself, in the Bodleian and elsewhere. In My
Lord's interest he was a hot bargainer, with a sharp eye for all vendors'
tricks, such as Warburton's, who once tried to "muddle him with
drink" but failed, at any rate so far that Wanley got the books at his
own price; the second Earl, a careless spender, must have suffered
much in pocket after the death of so careful a steward. But keen as
Wanley was not to pay too much, he was determined that My Lord
should have all the finest things that were to be had, and in particular
to save from destruction, or the hands of Papists, the surviving unique
texts of the early Christian Church.4 In his omnivorous gatherings
for Harley of pamphlets and other despised material of still recent
history it is singular that he did not secure the Thomason Tracts,
which were at least once brought to his notice as being for sale.
After Robert Harley's death in 1724, or at least after Wanley's
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